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Common Code Defects 

 
 
 

Electrical 
 
 
 
Code Defects 

• Free conductor at outlet box   
 

 
Code Description 

 
300.14 Length of Free Conductors at Outlets, Junctions, and Switch Points. 
 
At least 150 mm (6 in.) of free conductor, measured from the point in the box 
where it emerges from its raceway or cable sheath, shall be left at each outlet, 
junction, and switch point for splices or the connection of luminaires (fixtures) or 
devices. Where the opening to an outlet, junction, or switch point is less than 200 
mm (8 in.) in any dimension, each conductor shall be long enough to extend at 
least 75 mm (3 in.) outside the opening. 
Exception:  Conductors that are not spliced or terminated at the outlet, junction, 
or switch point shall not be required to comply with 300.14. 

 
Disclaimer:  There may be other ways to comply with the Code. If so, 
you are not required to use this method to comply with the Code.  You 
may want to investigate other options, or consult with a design 
professional identifying an equally code compliant solution.  

 
End Notes 
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